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Oxford Big Read is a reading competition 
for school students in India. 

Students who participate in the 
competition will read Oxford Readers and 

 
 

WIN!

WIN!

WIN!

WIN!

WIN!

WIN!

Exciting prizes from
Oxford University Press,

designed to recognise
and celebrate the

winners’ excellence
and                         achievements.



WHO IS IT FOR?
Shortlisted students will be decided by their 
respective schools*, and their entries will be 

Entries generated by AI will be disqualified. In addition, all submissions will undergo a plagiarism check, and any entry 
found to be plagiarized will be rejected.!

Write something interesting about 
the book read, and include the title, 
author, kind of story, setting, and 
main characters. What did you like, 
what did you dislike, and if the story 
can be changed, what would it be? 

Design a poster that represents 
your understanding of the book 
read or a key scene from it. 
Include a few lines explaining 
what your illustration depicts 
and why it is significant.

Write a critical review of the 
book read, including the title, 
author, genre, setting, and main 
characters.

Compare and contrast
two books.

Design a new book jacket for the book read, and 
include the title, author, illustration, and two 
sentences about the book.

OR

OR



WHAT’S NEW THIS YEAR
IN OXFORD BIG READ?

A New Stage for Reading Excellence:
State-Level Critical Choice Awards
A prestigious new recognition segment alongside the existing
School-Level and National-Level Awards. One outstanding winner from
a school in each state will be honoured for demonstrating exceptional
critical thinking, originality, and engagement with books. This new
category creates more opportunities for young readers to shine and
celebrates literary talent across India.

Celebrating the Educators Who Make
Reading Come Alive
Teachers are at the heart of Oxford Big Read, inspiring students to read,
reflect, and participate. To honour their commitment to bringing this
transformative programme to life, Certificates of Appreciation will be
awarded to educators who champion a culture of reading and learning
in their schools.

New Partnerships and Exclusive Prizes

The Oxford Big Read experience is now more rewarding. Exciting new
partnerships with Luxor, Firefox, and The Hindu Young World will give
students opportunities to win more prizes and awards, in addition to those
from Oxford University Press. These collaborations bring new avenues
for recognition and make participation more exciting than ever before.



  
 

Anushka Ravishankar

Roopa Pai

Khyrunnisa A

NEW JUDGES AT THE 
NATIONAL LEVEL

She is an accomplished children’s author whose work spans picture books in verse,
chapter books, folktale retellings, and non-fiction, with several titles published
internationally and recognised with awards. She is the co-founder of Duckbill Books
(now a Penguin Random House India imprint). Her notable works include Moin and
the Monster, Hic!, Ogd, and the Science for Smartypants series, which presents
serious science through the lens of a delightfully silly cat.

She is one of India’s best-known writers for children, whose works—including the
Taranauts series, The Gita for Children, Ready! 99 Must-Have Skills for the
World-Conquering Teenager, and So You Want to Know About Economics—have
been bestsellers enjoyed by both young readers and adults. She is also a
sought-after speaker who has presented at prestigious forums such as the Jaipur
Literature Festival, the Asia Society in New York, and International Gita conferences,
with her TEDx talk attracting over 2 million views.

She is an award-winning author of children’s fiction who created the beloved comic
character Butterfingers for Tinkle and went on to write the popular Butterfingers
series. Known for her flair for humour, her badminton-themed novel Smash It,
Butterfingers! was shortlisted for the Sahitya Akademi’s Bal Sahitya Puraskar
2024 (English).

Scan to hear what they have to say about Oxford Big Read. 



HOW TO ENTER...
Fill in the Registration Form 
provided by Oxford University 
Press. The process is simple: fill 
out the form and submit online 
or to our OUP sales manager. 
https://india.oup.
com/oxfordbigread 

Register 
Online1

Students need to read an OUP 
reader, selected from the catalogue, 
available on our web page: https://
india.oup.com/oxfordbigread  
between August 12 - November 20, 2026. 
Subscribe to Oxford Reading 
Buddy* or Reading Portal* through
the school that allows access to several
eBooks. Select one to read and take part
in the competition. One-month
complimentary access is available from
date of subscription. Beyond that, OUP
will charge per licence.
(https://india.oup.com/campaign/)

Participate

This is the fun part!
Carefully read and complete the 
first part of the form, which comprises
consent, terms and conditions and 
permissions. Now get students to 
engage in the level specific activities 
— whether by designing a book 
jacket, a poster, writing book reviews, 
or reflecting on the main character 
from the book read. These activities 
help develop their reading skills. 
Ensure to review the assessment 
criteria with students to understand 
how they will be evaluated.

Get your Students to
Create & Reflect

Choose the top five entries 
from each level, with a total of 
15 entries per school (5 from 
each level). Do not exceed this 
limit. All submissions should 
be original, age-appropriate, 
and created by the students. 
The compliance declaration in 
the forms must be signed off 
by the student’s teacher  
or parent.

Select the 

 
 

 

Schools can get in touch with OUP sales manager for an exclusive one-month free trial of one of
our online reading platforms for 100 students of classes 1-6, who will be able to access hundreds
of eBooks. View full terms and conditions of Oxfordbigread - OUP India.
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The final regional reviews 
will be evaluated by 
National Jury Members, 
who will select 18 National 
winners from each level.

National 
Winners

Submit the five best selected 
entries from each level (15 in all). 
Entries can be sent via post or as 
scanned PDF email attachment to: 

Priyadarshini Bhattacharyya
Oxford University Press India
Salt Lake Electronics Complex
Plot No. A1-5, Block GP, Sector V,
Kolkata 700091 
Email: priyadarshini.bhattacharya@oup.com

Entries5
All submitted  
entries will be judged 
by Regional Jury 
Members.

Regional 
Finalists

The final top entry 
from each level will 
be submitted for
global competition.

Visit   
for more information, or scan 



The jury will evaluate the 
reviews through three phases 

Any entries that fail to meet the 

criteria will be disqualified. In order 

to ensure the entries are evaluated, 

allow students to submit their 

original, age-appropriate, non-AI 

generated materials in the templates 

provided for each category.

Scan here to 

download our 

level-wise campaign 

templates. 

HOW IT WILL BE 
ASSESSED

Criterion-based Assessment:

•       Spelling, punctuation, and layout 
•       Grammatical accuracy 
•       Vocabulary range 
•       Fluency and appropriacy of style 
•       Originality of thought and expression 
•       Word count 
•       Relevance to the topic
•       Organization of the content

General Impression Assessment:

• Mention of title, author, story (genre), time and place, and 
setting of the story

• Description of the main characters 

• Summary of the plot 

• Personal evaluation of the story 

• Evaluation of the story’s appeal for peers 

• Graphic elements and colour scheme

• Layout and design

• Overall attractiveness

• Justification for artwork

Final Total:

•  The ‘criterion-based’ and ‘general impression’ subtotals will 
be combined to get a final total.

Phase 1

Read an OUP reader 
from the catalogue.

All entries must be submitted by the school authority. Oxford University Press (OUP) will communicate solely with authorized school
representatives regarding submissions and registration. Direct correspondence from students or parents pertaining to these matters

will not be considered.



Oxford Big Read 
competition begins

Deadline to send 
entries from schools

National level 
winners announced

Global level winners 
announced  

TIMELINES
August 12, 2026

November 20, 2026

January 8, 2027

January 14, 2027

Your students get to participate and compete at the global level with 
peers from Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam, Malaysia,
Cambodia, Mainland China, Indonesia, Argentina, Colombia, Chile,
Costa Rica, Peru, and Mexico.

WHAT’S
MORE?

WHAT CONTINUES TO MAKE
OXFORD BIG READ UNIQUE?

Recognition at the School Level 54 National-Level Winners

A Global Learning OpportunityPersonalised Feedback from the Jury

One outstanding student from each level will receive a
Special Certificate of Recognition and a Medal from
Oxford University Press, celebrating exceptional reading
and critical thinking.

At the global level, the Level 3 winner will earn
an exclusive Mini Internship with a Senior
Editor from Oxford University Press, featuring
two engaging online sessions and a unique
behind-the-scenes publishing experience.

National winners will receive individualised,
motivating messages from the jury. A meaningful
keepsake that can inspire confidence, growth, and
future success.

With 54 national-level awards, students have a
remarkable opportunity to gain recognition on a
larger stage and showcase their talents beyond
the classroom.

Distinguished Prizes Awaits the Global Winners!!



For more information and  

Terms & Conditions of Oxford  

Big Read, visit:

FIND OUT 
MORE

Meet the winners of  
Oxford Big Read Global 2025

Visit 

com/meet-the-winners-2022-2023/ 

or scan to view the artwork and 

to read, do an activity, and win prizes for 
themselves and the school!!!

Contact your OUP sales manager  

or write to Priyadarshini  Bhattacharyya: 

  

Exciting prizes from
Oxford University Press,

designed to recognise
and celebrate the

winners’ excellence
and                         achievements.


